JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION
Sworn Statement to be included in Transcript of Public Hearings

Family Court
(New Candidate)

Full Name: Eugene P. Warr, Jr.
Business Address: 2917 W. Palmetto Street, Florence, SC 29501

Business Telephone: 843-665-8187

1. Why do you want to serve as a Family Court Judge?

I have practiced law for over 35 years, and 1 have reached a point in my career
where I have become interested in a different role in our legal system. For many
years I would not have considered pursuing a judicial position, but over recent
years I have heard many civil matters as a Referee and I have mediated many civil
matters as well. I have gradually grown to appreciate both those roles which are
more difficult to perform than I initially believed. Largely as a result of this
gradual change in my practice I have come to the time in my legal career where
I believe I am prepared to perform well in a judicial position.

2. Do you plan to serve your full term if elected?

I plan to serve the full term if elected.

3. Do you have any plans to return to private practice one day?

I cannot state with certainty that I would not return to private practice in the
future, but I do not plan to return if I am elected.

4. Have you met the statutory requirements for this position regarding age,
residence, and years of practice?
Yes.

5. What is your philosophy regarding ex parfe communications? Are there

circumstances under which you could envision ex parfe communications
being tolerated?
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Generally such communications are not allowed and I would not allow them.
However, there are situations in which such communications could be
appropriate. Iu an ewmergency situation or as a matter of scheduling ex parte
communications are at times very difficult to avoid.

6. If you disclosed something that had the appearance of bias, but you
believed it would not actually prejudice your impartiality, what deference
would you give a party that requested your recusal? Would you grant such
a motion?

Even though I might not believe I would lose my impartiality, if a disclosure
actually has the appearance of bias then I should grant such a motion and would
do so.

7. How would you handle the appearance of impropriety because of the
financial or social involvement of your spouse or a close relative?

I would disclose the matter and explain why I should not hear the case and recuse
myself.

8. What standards would you set for yourself regarding the acceptance of
gifts or social hospitality?

I would not accept gifts or social hospitality except such gifts or social hospitality
based on family relationships or longtime friendships I had prior to taking a
judicial position.

9. How would you handle a situation in which you became aware of
misconduct or appearance of infirmity of a lawyer or of a fellow judge?

If I became aware of certain misconduct by a lawyer or fellow judge I would
report the matter. If [ suspected misconduct, but was uncertain, I would probably
discuss the matter with the lawyer or fellow judge and attempt to learn more about
it.

As to possible infirmity, I would most probably talk directly with the possibly
impaired lawyer or fellow judge and try to determine his or her condition as best 1
could. If I believed or had substantial doubt as to the lawyer or fellow judge’s
ability I would make a referral for assistance. However, a severe situation would
need reporting to the appropriate authority.

10. Are you a member of any organization or association that, by policy or
practice, prohibits or limits its membership on the basis of race, sex,
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religion, or national origin? If so, please identify the entity and explain if
this organization practices invidious discrimination on any basis.

No.

11. Have you engaged in any fund-raising activities with any political, social,
community, or religious organizations? Please describe.

Over a long period of years, I have assisted both lawyer and non-lawyer friends

who have run for election and re-election to political office. My first job as a
practicing attorney was in a state Senator’s law office. I later began a partnership
for law practice with an old friend who was a state Representative. Inow have a
law partner who serves in the House of Representatives. I have been
involved with these campaigns and others in political races for many years. I have
helped them and others raise money and I have contributed to political campaigns.

I have worked as a Board Member and for several years was Director of an
organization known as The Lord Cares. This organization is based in Darlington,
South Carolina and [ often took part in activities to help The Lord Cares gather
food and raise money to feed those in Darlington County who are struggling with
basic needs in life.

I have served in the past as Moderator for the Welsh Neck Baptist Association
which is the organization of Baptist churches in our area {primarily Darlington
County), and I have helped that organization at times with fund raising activities.

[ have assisted in various ways at the University of South Carolina in raising
funds which is often part of my role as Trustee there.

12. Do you have any business activities that you would envision remaining
involved with if elected to the bench?

Yes, I do have business activities in which I would plan to remain involved. These
businesses are land development and investment, outdoor advertising, rental of
houses and commercial properties and self-storage. I have partners in each of
these enterprises who handle most of the regular duties including primarily a
long-time trusted friend of over thirty years who is a non-practicing CPA and who
is in charge of each of my other activities other than rental houses and self-
storage. As to rental houses, I have two other partners who are very skilled in
repairs and improvement to properties. As to self-storage, my wife handles
regular daily operations. I usually meet with my partners on Saturday mormings as
the need arises and these activities have not impaired my practice of law.
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13.  Since Family Court judges do not have law clerks, how would you handle
the drafting of orders?

As to drafting orders, I have often as a lawyer involved in a case been asked to
draft a proposed order for sharing with opposing counsel or an unrepresented
party. As a judge I would follow this practice and then compare with my notes
and possibly edit or completely rewrite the order depending upon the

accuracy and quality. On occasion it might be more efficient for me to write the
order.

14.  If elected, what method would you use to ensure that you and your staff
meet deadlines?

As to deadlines, I would act similarly to how I conduct business at my law office
now. My assistant maintains all matters on a computer-based calendar and I
maintain an old-style paper calendar as a backup. I regularly check my paper
calendar and my assistant regularly compares her computer-based schedule with
my paper calendar. This system has worked well for me through the years, and I
would plan to continue with it unless I find a better method.

15.  If elected, what specific actions or steps would you take to ensure that the
guidelines of the guardian ad litem statutes are followed during the
pendency of a case?

I have often served as a guardian ad litem and I understood the role was very
important and performing on time is critical. I would search for guardians who
perform timely and I would make sure they knew the rules and the expectations [
have of them. If they did not perform well I would not appoint that person again.

16. What is your philosophy on “judicial activism,” and what effect should
judges have in setting or promoting public policy?

1 do not believe the judicial branch of government should take on the role of
making new laws or ignoring the laws created by the Legislature. In my view, that
is not appropriate.

As to setting or promoting public policy I fear that would possibly cross over into

judicial activism.

17. Canon 4 allows a judge to engage in activities to improve the law, legal
system, and administration of justice. What activities would you plan to
undertake to further this improvement of the legal system?
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

I would make myself available to students or young lawyers to give advice as best
that T could which I have done often in my practice of law. Also, [ would speak in
a setting where inviled to discuss or speak aboul our laws or our legal system if |
believe such participation would be positive and educational.

Do you feel that the pressure of serving as a judge would strain personal
relationships (i.e. spouse, children, friends, or relatives)? How would you
plan to address this?

I discussed with my wife and children my possible pursuit of the Family Court
seat that I seek prior to making my decision. [ also discussed this decision with
my father (my mother is deceased} and my two sisters as [ value their advice.
They are all supportive and I do not believe serving would strain any of my
personal relationships. Since I was sworn into the South Carolina Bar in 1985 1
have felt pressure that at times has been intense and [ believe that I have learned
to deal with it. All of my family and personal relationships are valuable to me and
will always remain a priority.

Would you give any special considerations to a pro se litigant in family
court?
I would treat a pro se litigant with courtesy and respect and as with all parties in a

fair manner. [ would want to make sure that a pro se litigant understood that he or
she could obtain their own counsel.

Are you involved in any active investments from which you derive
additional income that might impair your appearance of impartiality?
No.

Would you hear a case where you or a member of your family held a de
minimis financial interest in a party involved?

No, I would not because it creates an appearance of something wrong and
potential doubt about the rulings made in a case.

Have you met the mandatory minimum hours requirement for continuing
legal education courses for the past reporting period?

Yes, I reached the age of 60 in 2019 and obtained an exemption from continuing
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23.

24.

legal education although | have never stopped trying to learn and understand the
law. T met the minimum hours requirement every year of my law practice and I
was never late completing my courses or filing the required report.

What do you feel is the appropriate demeanor for a judge and when do
these rules apply?

A judge should always be respectful and courteous to everyone. It cost nothing to
treat other people well in all areas of life and I certainly try every day to live in
that manner.

Anytime a judge is hostile or rude to others, which I saw in the early days of my
legal career, it creates a negativity, fear and dread of our legal system. It reflects
poorly on the judiciary and the entire legal community when this behavior occurs.

A judge who demonstrates genuine humility is well received and even those
parties and lawyers who might not agree with his or her decision are more likely
to accept the decision and not conclude the system has failed them.

Finally, patience with all parties and others in the courtroom is important for a
sound respect of our judiciary. These rules apply at all times, whether in the
courtroom or not.

Do you feel that it is ever appropriate to be angry with a member of the
public who would appear before you, especially with a criminal defendant?
Is anger ever appropriate in dealing with attorneys or a pro se litigant?

I do not believe anger toward any party, lawyer or anyone else would ever be
appropriate or helpful if coming from a judge. Anger does not improve any
situation. Expressing anger would usually create a negative environment and give
a bad impression of the judiciary.

I do believe that some amount of firmness with a party, lawyer or other person at
times could be appropriate. Using such firmness only in the right situations and
not crossing over into an appearance of anger would be important.
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| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ANSWERS TO THE ABOVE QUESTIONS ARE

TRUE AND 2&? ETE TO/IHE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

Sworn to before me this 1S dayof  Juldy 2021
Ve - ,
Olcta A |\t
(Signature) ‘ |
J%\H'Pr 3. Matthewss

(Print name)
Notary Public for South Carolina
My commission expires: |~ (p- AQ0a S
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